
Deep Dive: Finding Funding Sources
For Spalding University



Agenda

 Before You Begin

 Search Engines and Resources

 Narrowing the Results

 Example Searches



Before You Begin: 
I have a project and want to find funding…

Contact the Office of Sponsored Programs and 

Research (OSPRe)

We want to help!

 Mary Bainbridge, Senior Grants Specialist –

mbainbridge@spalding.edu

 General OSPRe Inquiries – ospre@spalding.edu

mailto:mbainbridge@spalding.edu
mailto:ospre@spalding.edu


Before You Begin: 
I have a project and want to find funding…

Considerations before you begin your search for funding:

 Identify goals and objectives for your project

 Who are you serving?

 Where is your project located?

 Will you partner with other organizations?

 What is your project budget?

 Develop a timeline

 When will your project begin? 

 Have you allowed enough time to identify a new funding source, write 

a proposal, and wait for a response?



Finding Funding: Search Engines

Foundation Directory Essential 
(contact OSPRe for access)

https://www.lfpl.org/candid.htm


Finding Funding: Search Engines

Grants.gov

https://www.grants.gov/


Finding Funding: Other Resources
Listservs and Newsletters



Finding Alignment: is this foundation or 

government agency the right fit for me?

 Considerations:

 Have they funded similar organizations or projects in the past?

 Are they funding in your area?

 Does your project align with their mission?

 Do they have an open application process or Letter of Inquiry?

 Find more information on a foundation’s website or via their 990 tax 

forms (available at Foundation Directory or Guidestar.org)

https://www.guidestar.org/search


Reading 990 Tax Forms

Pg. 1: Contact Information



Reading 990 Tax Forms
Pg. 6: Board of Directors



Reading 990 Tax Forms

Pg. 10: Application and Submission Instructions



Reading 990 Tax Forms

Pg. 11: Total Amount of Funding Awarded



Reading 990 Tax Forms
Attachment: List of funded organizations

Organizations: 

similar type of 

organization? 

similar mission?

Locations:

in my city, 

state, region?

Types of funded 

activities:

similar to my 

cause?

Award Amount: 

how much can I 

reasonably ask for?



Sample Search: Foundation Directory

Project: Scholarships for students in the School of Nursing

 Identify goals and objectives for your project

 Who are you serving? Nursing students; undergraduates; BIPOC students

 Where is your project located? Louisville, KY

 Will you partner with other organizations? Yes, several local healthcare organizations

 What is my project budget? $125,000 for full-ride for 4 students

 Develop a timeline

 When will your project begin? Academic Year 2022-23

 Have you allowed enough time to identify a new funding source, write a proposal, and wait for a 
response? Yes, 6-months until start of next academic year

https://fconline.foundationcenter.org/fdo-search/member-index/


Sample Search: GRANTS.GOV

Project: Develop a new Major in African American Studies

 Identify goals and objectives for your project

 Who are you serving? Undergraduate students; Liberal Studies

 Where is your project located? Louisville, KY

 Will you partner with other organizations? No

 What is my project budget? $50,000 in administrative support

 Develop a timeline

 When will your project begin? Academic Year 2023-24

 Have you allowed enough time to identify a new funding source, write a proposal, and wait for 

a response? Yes, more than 1 year until start of project

https://www.grants.gov/


Questions?



Next Grant Writing Workshop: 

Deep Dive: Proposal 

Development

Friday, March 4 @ 10:00am


